Recognition Comments


The 6 people in front of you are representing your legacy class of 1968 and even more specifically we started our cadet careers in 24th squadron.  

50 years separates our time at USAFA with yours.  In May of 1965, we along with 32 others in CS24 were recognized.  
We were given our prop and wings just as you have been today.  What led up to this day are the many training events and exercises we collectively experienced during our first nine months at the Academy.  

While our experiences are different than yours, the key thing that binds our two classes together are the challenges we overcame to be in this position.  We were tested over and over again both individually and as a group and we persevered.   
The policy at the academy at the time was to split our class up after our 3rd class year so we didn’t (with a few exceptions) have any of our doolie squadron classmates in our graduating squadron. 
But over the years and the many reunions we have been to, we consistently get back together to reminisce about our experiences as Doolies in CS24.  That bond has lasted 50 years and brings us here today.

We feel that one of the most significant milestones of being a cadet is recognition.  It is a change both symbolically and real.  
It is real because you will immediately notice a change in the way you are treated.  You passed the test that everybody in the upper classes has passed.  They are proud of you as you should be proud of yourselves.  It is symbolic in that you have been given your prop and wings to wear proudly on your uniform.  It represents the history of the Air Force and all those who have served before you and also the future with you as potential leaders in the Air Force and private sector.
While we may look a little older than those you are accustomed to seeing around the academy, let me assure you that we feel like our academy days were very recent.  But obviously a lot has changed.  Can you imagine taking a math or engineering exam without the use of a calculator.  No CDs, no DVDs, laptops or cell phones and heaven forbid, no internet.   Nobody had been to the moon.  We were fighting a war in Vietnam.  

Our class has a rich history and what we have accomplished is a direct result of what we learned here in CS24 during that doolie year
· 38 of us finished the first year in 24th squadron
· 34 actually graduated in 1968- 87% well above the average (62% for the class)

·  Many would have liked to have been here today and enthusiastically supported this effort

· They want to see pictures and hear all about this and give you their best

· 1 was an All American in Football and another in Fencing

· 22 went on to pilot or navigator training

· Most of us served combat tours in one capacity or another
· 5 have died since graduation (2 on active duty) – our friends

· Byron Burnett

· Tad Draper

· Bill Gregory

· Don Harrington

· Dale Stephens
· 20 retired from the active duty Air Force, the Reserves, or the ANG
· Two were BGs and 5 O-6s.  

· One became an Air Force chaplain

· Multiple advanced degrees including at least 2 PHDs and 1 MD
· Members of the class were awarded 1 Silver Star, 15 DFCs, over 100 Air Medals, and 28 MSMs - plus a few others)

· We (CS24) marched in President Lyndon B. Johnson’s inaugural parade in Jan 1965 because of the squadron’s standing in the wing
· Manny Bettencourt’s step father was in the class of 1918 at West Point (a 100 year connection with the USAFA class of 2018).  

· Manny co-authored a significant document on Intelligence for Central Command – post Desert Storm
· One witnessed the Apollo 17 liftoff (the last lunar mission) why flying Launch Abort Recovery

· In June 1972, a 24th squadron graduate from the class of 1967 was shot down over North Vietnam.  He was rescued by a class of 1968 24th squadron doolie – pretty ironic
· Several members had commercial aviation careers

· Dean Kocian was at the leading edge of development and introduction of helmet cueing and night vision systems for the F-15 and was a winner of the very prestigious “Harold Brown Award” for technical excellence.

· There are many other tidbits of history that could be shared

· We were all leaders in and out of the Air Force
We have been lucky to have witnessed and/or participated in some amazing events in Air Force and US history. 

We don’t have any crystal balls as to what is going to happen over the next 50 years.  What we do know is that you, whether it is through the Air Force or the private sector are going to be involved in that change.  I think it comes with the DNA of anybody who had the desire to go the USAFA in the first place.  
You want to see things happen, you want to lead others, you want to make a difference.  You have proven that you have the physical and mental capacity to grow into the kind of leader that this country needs to compete in a global economy.  You will be the ones who ensure that our country stays strong both economically and militarily.  We are confident that you will stand tall in the future with integrity and character. And we stand ready to be a sounding board for you whether it be questions about the Academy or your career.  Collectively, we have a lot of experience in a lot of different areas.

So on behalf of all of my classmates from the 24th squadron doolie class of 1968, we congratulate you on this significant milestone in your Academy life.  
We encourage you to work hard, have some fun doing it, and continue your preparation to be leaders of the future. 
I’m pretty sure we won’t be around 50 years from now when you are back here talking to the class of 2068, but I’m sure you are going to provide those 4th classmen with a great legacy.
