REUNION COMMITTEE MINUTES

MEETING #5

The meeting was called to order at 6 PM, April 11th, at Quinn's Restaurant.  The classmate attendees were:  Al Blumberg (Chairman), Sam Boles, Bob Denny, Garry Dudley, Gary Hoffman, Carl Janssen, Ed Leonard, Dale Oderman, Gene Rose, Vince Rusinak, Bob Sallee, Bill Sasz, Neal Starkey and Doug Wilson.  Also attending was Sara Dozier, the AOG Reunion Liaison. 


The Chairman's remarks highlighted that the Class Agency Fund was now separated from investment activities ("frozen").  This money is available for use by the Committee for Reunion expenses.  Al also commented that the Committee will be meeting more frequently, but comments by the Committee Members indicated that more might be accomplished with Sub-Committee meetings rather than as a Committee of the Whole.  The vacation schedules of the Committee Members will be addressed and this will be decided at the next meeting. 


Neal Starkey updated the Committee on the Participation Initiative.  In short, the feedback has been mixed with the classmates contacted to be callers, with about 80% in favor of the Initiative.  Neal said we were completing Phase 3 of the 7 Phase Initiative and that the callers selected now had the information needed to begin solicitations of their squadron-mates.  There is no participation data yet, but this should start soon.  The Class is generally unaware of the existence of the Class Website (www.usafa68.org) and this will need more publicity.  


Bill Sasz re-confirmed that the Reunion Hotel is the Marriott on 5580 Tech Center Drive, COS 80919.  The Reunion room rate is $109/room, with a larger room available for $129/night.  Reservations will be available beginning June 1st (See below).  Bill also indicated that he and his Committee will taste the various menus available (tough duty); and the Reunion Committee asked him to hold the meal prices to $30-$50/person (tougher duty).   


Dale Oderman updated the Committee on the Class Memorial Service.  The 1030 start time on Nov 1 (Reunion Friday) has been approved by the Chaplain's Office.  A complete outline of the Service was submitted to the Committee and is available for review.  The Committee approved the report, which included a specific order of events, and also approved the printing, at Class expense, of Class-specific Cemetery maps to be included in the Registration Packet.  All known Next-of-Kin will be sent a copy of Al's invitation letter (See below).  
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Sara Dozier indicated that the Registration Form will go live on the AOG Website on JUNE 1!  All prices for all events will be on the form, along with a firm schedule (except for Football Kick-Off, which is subject to TV changes). Registration instructions will also be included with the Form. 


Vince Rusinak updated the Committee on the Reunion Merchandise.  All of it will be available on June 1st, with firm prices and instructions for ordering. The football jersey orders remain suspended and Vince is in the process of shifting their production and sale to the vendor responsible for the rest of the merchandise. This remains an active problem. 

Al and Neal were asked to produce a third video (Two Oscars were not enough!) and Al was asked to write a Reunion Invitation Letter to all classmates and Next-of-Kin to be snail-mailed to all Graduates and Next-of-Kin that can be reached.  The Committee intends to be as inclusive as possible, and to that end, the letter will address how to invite individuals that have a tie to the Class in some way.  If an invitation is offered, the inviter is responsible for the invitee's well-being during the Reunion.  The letter will be sent in draft form to the Committee Members for input prior to the June 1st mailing. 


Thanks are due once more to Bill Sasz for making the upstairs meeting room at Quinns available for Committee Meetings.  The Reunion planning is running smoothly. Having run out of verbosity, the Chairman adjourned the Meeting at approximately 8 PM on the 11th , the same day it started.  The next Meeting will be on May 15th, 6 PM at Quinn's.
Al Blumberg/45th Reunion Chairman
